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The news has been dominated 
this year by the ÔCredit CrunchÕ 
and headlines of collapsing 
banks and rescue packages.

There was a letter printed in 
a newspaper recently when 
the gloomy headlines were at 
their height. ÒDear Sir,Ó it read, 
ÒYesterday I lost £25 on the 2.30 
at Doncaster. Who do I apply to 
for my government re-payment?Ó 
The following day there was 
another letter: ÒSir. Your mistake 
was to bet with your own money.Ó

Greed
Nice that someone was able to 
see the funny side of the situation. 
There has not been a lot to smile 
about as a Þ nancial system 
where self-interest overtook good 
sense a long time ago has over-reached itself and 
collapsed. Too little regulation, too much greed, too 
little capital and too much debt all added up to a 
grim reminder that 2 + 2 still equals no more than 4 
no matter how you try and get round it.

Prudence
It has been interesting to hear words like ÔprudenceÕ 
and ÔfairnessÕ being talked about as values that 
need to be re-discovered in the attempts to re-
build the banking system in ways that make sure 

this does not happen again. 
Interesting that these are words 
used a lot in the Bible as values 
that are close to the heart of God.

Worrying
But it is not just the banks that 
have got into trouble. Apparently 
the ordinary people of this country 
(thatÕs folks like me and you) owe 
£1.44 trillion in personal debt. ItÕs 
all very worrying.

DonÕt Worry!
Jesus talked about how we worry 
about our lives - what we will 
eat, what we will wear - and how 
worry will not add one hour to our 
life-spans. Very true. But he then 
said something startling: donÕt 
worry! If we concern ourselves 

Þ rst with our allegiance to God, then these things 
we need will be taken care of.

Rescue
Easier said than done, but maybe thereÕs a clue in 
the way Jesus himself paid the biggest debt of all 
also run up by self-interest as we have ignored the 
God that made us and got into all sorts of trouble. 
That rescue payment is in the bank available for 
anyone to withdraw, interest free. Interested? 
Christmas is when we celebrate where it all started.
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10.30am Morning Service

First Sunday of each month: All Together Special

Fourth Sunday: Holy Com mun ion with Prayer for Healing
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Thanksgiving

7 September Joshua Adebyo Aro

5 October  Alexander Tome Dias DÕAssuncao

19 October  Jadaine Ackeem Norman

2 November Yoanna Muoto

Baptism  

16 November Andrew Luke (adult)

Funeral  

3 December Gladys Bell
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It has been a busy 
few months for 
welcoming new 
additions to our 
church family. 
Here are some 
selections. From 
top to bottom, 
the Thanksgivings 
of Joshua and 
Alexander and the 
Baptism of Andy.
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The picture on the left below is a dolls pram that came to me in a very sad and 
sorry state. It was Þ fty years old, scratched and broken no use to anybody and 

ready to be scrapped.  I felt very sorry for 
it because I could see that all it needed was 
a little bit of love and attention. So I decided to 
take it in and restore it. I knew someone would love it 
to be a Christmas present for a little girl.

It needed quite a bit of work and plenty of time devoting to it, 
but I made a start and bit by bit I could see some of its old glory 
coming to life. 

When IÕd Þ nished I stood back and looked  at it and I was happy, 
The pram was shiny it had a new inside, new hoods and apron, and 
all the old paint had gone and it was like new.

It was then I realised how like me that pram was. 
There had been a time (a long while ago) when I had 
felt how this pram looked, broken inside and no use 
to anyone, but I met someone who saw that I was 
not useless, and with his help, everyday I got better. 
I gained my self-esteem and self-respect I took care 
of my appearance, I met people who wanted to help 
me. It took a long time but I could feel the change 
in me, and in the way I felt about others too.

He is still changing me even now, making small 
improvements all the time. Because, like the pram, 
I will never be perfect. Just as the pram still has 
some of its old nuts and bolts and tiny bits of rust, 
I still have some of my old bad habits but my friend 
does not expect me to reach perfection yet. He 
will work with me till the day I die and then he says 
I can go and live with him.

If any of you need a friend like this you have only to ask. His name is Jesus and all you have to do is call 
his name and ask him to be your personal friend, and he will begin to make the changes in your life that 
will make you a new person. All you have to do is love him, talk to him every day, and let him lead you to 
a much better life.  I hope the pram has a loving home now, so that it will continue to bring happiness to 
little girls for another Þ fty years.

Marie Donnelly

it because I could see that all it needed was 
a little bit of love and attention. So I decided to 

Hillside Resource Centre Activity Centre for the over 50s

Great Lunches (£3.85 for 3 courses)
 - Served 12.15pm Ð 1.00pm

Exercise, activities, lovely garden and friendly staff

Open from 10am Ð 4pm Monday to Friday

Why not pop in and give us a try?

Rudcroft Close, M13   Tel; 0161 273 2016

The vouchers will allow you and a friend to have meal at Hillside 
Resource Centre (worth £7.70) and check out the great food and 
facilities. To get a voucher apply for a Healthy ArdwickÕs 50+ Card 
that will give you access to lots of service and free activities and trips.

Free Lunch Vouchers
For the Þ rst 50 over 50Õs that join Healthy Ardwick Stay warm this winter! 

DonÕt waste your heat come and join in our over 50s activities at 
one of the 8 centres providing over 50s support in Ardwick.
Apply by post to: Healthy Ardwick 50+, 32 Aspull Walk, Ardwick, 
Manchester M13 9ER or in person at Brunswick Church or Hillside RC.



Community Programme
Working for a Healthier Ardwick

 Info: 0161 237 6608 www.brunswickchurch.org.uk
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£3.00 
per person

Under 2s free 

but need a 

ticket

Saturday December 20, 7pm
Venue: Brunswick Church

Brunswick Street, M13
Tickets from Church Office or Club Leaders

Phone 0161 273 6608
Email: office@brunswickchurch.org.uk

Get Ready for 
Christmas
Come and join us 10am - 2pm

Saturday December 13th
At Brunswick Church

Help us decorate the church for Christmas 
Make a candle, some Christmas cards, 

Christmas decorations all to take home for free 

Learn how to bake Christmas treats - Mince 
pies, yule log, Christmas cakes and other 

Christmas goodies.
Soup lunch available 

Children under 16 must be 
accompanied by an adult

Christmas Party
Saturday December 13th, 2.30-4pm

Brunswick Parish 
Church

Open to all 
families in Ardwick 
with children under 

the age of 5. Numbers will be 
limited to keep the room safe.
Entrance will be by ticket only

Tickets are free and can be booked by 
contacting the SureStart OfÞ ce  (on the 

ground ß oor of Medlock Primary School) 
or by phoning the ofÞ ce on 273 5387
Ardwick SureStart ChildrenÕs Centre runs services for 
all families with children under the age of 5 in Ardwick.

50 + come and join 
in the fun É.

Keep healthy with gentle exercise, make 
new friends, have a chat, try out a new craft 
activity, go on trips together, be Þ rst to hear 
about new services and beneÞ ts, help with 

form Þ lling and lots moreÉ.

Mondays 2 - 5pm and Fridays 2 - 4pm

Anyone over 50 and carers welcome

Fun, Friendly and Free
Warm, Friendly and Comfortable

Brunswick Parish Church

Brunswick Street, Manchester M13 ODX

Young at Heart


