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PRIDE OF MANGHESTER

Brunswick Young People win Council's top Community Award

Did you know that
young people from
the Brunswick estate
are the “Pride of Man-
chester?!” Impres-
sive, huh?!

Earlier this year, a
group of seven young
people, known as
“Community Spirit”
were awarded the pres-
tigious Manchester City
Council “Pride of Man-
chester” award after be-
ing nominated by other
local young people and
M13 Youth Project staff
for their work with local
youngsters. So, what
exactly did they do to receive such recognition?

Concerned

In 2003 a group of young people met with M13
Youth Project staff to discuss what activities they
would like to do with M13 over the summer. How-
ever, the group was more concerned about the lack
of opportunities and facilities for the younger gen-
eration on the estate and so YPC was born. They
made plans to do something about the lack of provi-
sion and, with the help of M13, they set up a twice-
weekly summer holiday club for 7-11 year olds.

After the success of the holiday club, the follow-
ing summer a smaller group, renaming themselves

Community Spirit, ran
a six-week peer-men-
toring project for 11-14
year olds. The twice-
weekly workshops cul-
minated in a commu-
nity show, displaying
the young participants
work; poems, artwork,
a drama and a video,
all around the themes
of anti-racism and

| drugs awareness.

’

Enthusiasm

¢ In April 2005, spurred

| on by the enthusiasm of
the young participants
and the continued need
for local activities for 11-14 year-olds, the group
started planning a weekly youth club. They received
youth work training from M13 staff and opened the
club in August, in time for the summer holidays. The
club ran for five months through to December, and
the young leaders, aged 15 — 18 at this stage, were
responsible for planning, organising and setting up
all the activities and trips out. Community Spirit were
nominated for the City Council Award by project staff
and the young people attending the club, who wrote
them glowing references.

Community Spirit were not the only group from

Brunswick to reach the final of the City Council
Community Awards. /continued on page 2
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Simon says...

“ Is anyone interested in good news?

The Monday after the appalling
shootings in Ardwick Green,
the Rectory phone was red

hot. News companies, both
television and newspapers
were very keen fo talk about,
film and take pictures of the
area, and feature work that
takes place within the buildings
here. Great thought |, here’s a
chance to highlight some of the
great activity that's taking place within our community
and dispel the myth that ours is a “problem area”. So |
talked over the phone at length mentioning some of the
activities outlined elsewhere in this edition. However

it soon became apparent that this wasn’t what they
wanted to hear - a chronicle of all the difficulties was
more the spin that they had in mind, and so their
requests were gently declined.

For some reason, people aren't interested in good
news. | guess | shouldn’t have been too surprised.
Those of you with long memories might recall over

10 years ago when | had my ‘15 minutes of fame’
appearing with “our Cilla” on Blind Date. Again it
didn't take too long before journalists armed with cash
were frying fo unearth any story of a negative nature
that they could. Somehow sleaze, actual or fabricated,
had to be obtained at any cost.

Yet a fascination with bad news can be an obsession,
and its all to easy to talk down a situation or area
and lose touch with reality. Yes, no-one can pretend
that our community hasn't got its difficulties. But at
the same time, there are many signs of hope with folk
intent on making a difference.

In our church the translation of the Bible we use is
called “The Good News" version. To quote an advert,
it contains “just what it says on the tin”, for | believe
its contents provide the good news of God'’s desire to
reach and love both individuals and communities.

Sick of only reading bad news2 Why not try a

different author?
Simon Gatenby ”

NOTICEIEIRBOAIRD
SUNDAY SERVICES !Ei

10.30am Morning Service.
First Sunday of each month: 10.30am All Together Special

Fourth Sunday each month: 10.30am Holy Communion
with Prayer for Healing

Evening Services as announced.

FROM THE REGISTERS

Thanksgiving

2 July Kian Glen Alman

PRIDE OF MANCHESTER

(continued from front page)

Ardwick Community Football Project, set up and
run by Adam Eccleston, supported by M13, and
with help from two local young people, were select-
ed for the final of the “Sporting Achievement” cat-
egory, narrowly missing out winning it, to a retiring
life-long volunteer football coach. Community Spirit
won their nomination category, ‘Young Persons’
Contribution to the Community’ and, to their sur-
prise and delight, went on to win the overall winners
prize, the coveted ‘Pride of Manchester’ award. The
winner’s trophies and photos of the young people
are on display in the Church foyer.

There is real reason to be rightly proud of all those

who have been involved with both Ardwick Com-
munity Football Project and Community Spirit, who
work hard and volunteer their time and efforts for
free, for the benefit of younger children and youth
in this community. It is great to see the talents and
good work of Brunswick young people being recog-
nised across the city. Great job, guys! You continue
to work hard for others, setting a fab example and
making a big difference to young people and every-
one in this area. Brunswick is proud of you all! Well
done!

Community Spirit: Daniel Anderson, Leon McCardo,
Jodie Nelson, Amy Eddleston, Airen Hanley
Bernard Bowen, Rochelle Haddon.

Ardwick Community Football Project: Adam
Eccleston, Daniel Anderson, Ann-Marie Robinson



7 UP Weekend Away

At the beginning of May a group of
children and leaders from 7 Up spent a
weekend in Aldridge near Birmingham.
Luxury accommodation (the church floor)
was provided by St Thomas' Church,
Aldridge, the church that Richard and
Polly Taylor moved to from Brunswick.

A great time was had by all. Activities
included, ice skating, swimming, a visit to
Conkers in the National Forest and Sutton
Park. During the weekend the :
children learnt that Jesus
offers to be our friend forever.

7 Up is a club for children in
school years 3-6 and meets on
Mondays between 6.30 and 8.00
in the church building. For more
information contact Evan in the
church office on 0161 273 6608.

The Atheist and the Lion

An atheist was walking through the jungle, admiring the “accidents” that
evolution had created. “What majestic trees! What powerful rivers! What
beautiful animals!” he said to himself.

Just then he heard rustling in the bushes behind him. Turning to look, he
saw a huge lion walking purposefully towards him.

The man tured and ran as fast as he could but a quick glance over his
shoulder confirmed his worst fears - the lion was closing on him. He ran
even faster, so scared that tears came to his eyes. He looked again and the
lion was even closer. His heart was pounding as he tried to run faster. He
tripped and fell to the ground. He rolled over to pick himself up but now the
lion was right over him. At that instant the atheist cried, “Oh my God...!"

Time stopped. The lion froze. The forest became eerily silent. Even the
river stopped flowing. A bright light shone upon the man and a voice came

from the sky: “You deny my existence
for all these years, teach others that |
don't exist and even credit creation to

a cosmic accident. Do you now expect
me to help you out of this predicament?
Am | to count you as a believer?”

The atheist bowed his head, “It would
be hard to ask that, after all these
years, but perhaps you could make the lion religious?”

“Very well” said the voice.

The light faded away. The river began to flow. The sounds of the forest
resumed. The lion dropped to its knees, brought both paws together, bowed
its head and said: “Lord, for what | am about to receive, | am truly thankful...”



Gartside Gardens Community Fun Day

The beginning of July saw our own Gartside Gardens full of young all manner of bouncy castles / slides / games, table football and an
and old enjoying the sunshine and activities of the Community Fun army assault course. Great weather topped off a fantastic afternoon.
Day. Organised by COMTRA, Friends of Gartside Gardens, Football It's a shame the same can't be said of the international football which
Focused, Ardwick Community Football Project (supported by M13 followed, the results of which strangely mirrored those of our own
Youth Project) and with support from Manchester University, the younger competition, with Portugal winning on penalties. Ah well.....
afternoon began with a joyful parade of world flags around the streets (and then in the older group, Italy beat Portugal!!) A big thanks

of Brunswick. The parade returned to Gartside Gardens through the and congratulations to all those involved in putting on such a great

new park gates on Kincardine Road, for food, football competitions, and successful afternoon. We look forward to more next year.
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